
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1478 January 28, 2014 
and partners, we are engaged in nego-
tiations to see if we can peacefully 
achieve a goal we all share: preventing 
Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon. 

These negotiations will be difficult. 
They may not succeed. We are clear- 
eyed about Iran’s support for terrorist 
organizations like Hezbollah, which 
threaten our allies, and we are clear 
about the mistrust between our na-
tions, mistrust that cannot be wished 
away. But these negotiations don’t rely 
on trust; any long-term deal we agree 
to must be based on verifiable action 
that convinces us and the international 
community that Iran is not building a 
nuclear bomb. If John F. Kennedy and 
Ronald Reagan could negotiate with 
the Soviet Union, then surely a strong 
and confident America can negotiate 
with less powerful adversaries today. 

The sanctions that we put in place 
helped make this opportunity possible. 
But let me be clear: if this Congress 
sends me a new sanctions bill now that 
threatens to derail these talks, I will 
veto it. For the sake of our national se-
curity, we must give diplomacy a 
chance to succeed. If Iran’s leaders do 
not seize this opportunity, then I will 
be the first to call for more sanctions 
and stand ready to exercise all options 
to make sure Iran does not build a nu-
clear weapon. But if Iran’s leaders do 
seize the chance—and we will know 
soon enough—then Iran could take an 
important step to rejoin the commu-
nity of nations, and we will have re-
solved one of the leading security chal-
lenges of our time without the risks of 
war. 

Finally, let’s remember that our 
leadership is defined not just by our de-
fense against threats, but by the enor-
mous opportunities to do good and pro-
mote understanding around the globe— 
to forge greater cooperation, to expand 
new markets, to free people from fear 
and want. And no one is better posi-
tioned to take advantage of those op-
portunities than America. 

Our alliance with Europe remains the 
strongest the world has ever known. 
From Tunisia to Burma, we are sup-
porting those who are willing to do the 
hard work of building democracy. In 
Ukraine, we stand for the principle 
that all people have the right to ex-
press themselves freely and peacefully 
and have a say in their country’s fu-
ture. Across Africa, we are bringing to-
gether businesses and governments to 
double access to electricity and help 
end extreme poverty. In the Americas, 
we are building new ties of commerce, 
but we are also expanding cultural and 
educational exchanges among young 
people. And we will continue to focus 
on the Asia-Pacific, where we support 
our allies, shape a future of greater se-
curity and prosperity, and extend a 
hand to those devastated by disaster— 
as we did in the Philippines, when our 
marines and civilians rushed to aid 
those battered by a typhoon, and who 
were greeted with words like, ‘‘We will 
never forget your kindness,’’ and, ‘‘God 
bless America.’’ 

We do these things because they help 
promote our long-term security, and 
we do them because we believe in the 
inherent dignity and equality of every 
human being, regardless of race or reli-
gion, creed or sexual orientation. And 
next week, the world will see one ex-
pression of that commitment when 
Team USA marches the red, white, and 
blue into the Olympic Stadium and 
brings home the gold. 

My fellow Americans, no other coun-
try in the world does what we do. On 
every issue, the world turns to us, not 
simply because of the size of our econ-
omy or our military might—but be-
cause of the ideals we stand for and the 
burdens we bear to advance them. 

No one knows this better than those 
who serve in uniform. As this time of 
war draws to a close, a new generation 
of heroes returns to civilian life. We 
will keep slashing that backlog so our 
veterans receive the benefits they have 
earned and our wounded warriors re-
ceive the health care—including the 
mental health care—that they need. 
We will keep working to help all of our 
veterans translate their skills and 
leadership into jobs here at home, and 
we will all continue to join forces to 
honor and support our remarkable 
military families. 

Let me tell you about one of those 
families I have come to know. 

I first met Cory Remsburg, a proud 
Army Ranger, at Omaha Beach on the 
65th anniversary of D-day. Along with 
some of his fellow Rangers, he walked 
me through the program. He was a 
strong, impressive young man with an 
easy manner. He was sharp as a tack. 
We joked around and took pictures, 
and I told him to stay in touch. 

A few months later, on his 10th de-
ployment, Cory was nearly killed by a 
massive roadside bomb in Afghanistan. 
His comrades found him in a canal, 
face down, under water, shrapnel in his 
brain. 

For months, he lay in a coma. The 
next time I met him, in the hospital, 
he couldn’t speak; he could barely 
move. Over the years, he has endured 
dozens of surgeries and procedures and 
hours of grueling rehab every day. 

Even now, Cory is still blind in one 
eye. He still struggles on his left side. 
But slowly, steadily, with the support 
of caregivers like his dad, Craig, and 
the community around him, Cory has 
grown stronger. Day by day, he has 
learned to speak again and stand again 
and walk again—and he is working to-
ward the day when he can serve his 
country again. 

‘‘My recovery has not been easy,’’ he 
says. ‘‘Nothing in life that’s worth any-
thing is easy.’’ 

Cory is here tonight; and like the 
Army he loves, like the America he 
serves, Sergeant First Class Cory 
Remsburg never gives up, and he does 
not quit. 

My fellow Americans, men and 
women like Cory remind us that Amer-
ica has never come easy. Our freedom, 
our democracy, has never been easy. 

Sometimes we stumble; we make mis-
takes; we get frustrated or discour-
aged. But for more than 200 years, we 
have put those things aside and placed 
our collective shoulder to the wheel of 
progress—to create and build and ex-
pand the possibilities of individual 
achievement; to free other nations 
from tyranny and fear; to promote jus-
tice and fairness and equality under 
the law, so that the words set to paper 
by our Founders are made real for 
every citizen. The America we want for 
our kids—a rising America where hon-
est work is plentiful and communities 
are strong; where prosperity is widely 
shared and opportunity for all lets us 
go as far as our dreams and toil will 
take us—none of it is easy. 

But if we work together, if we sum-
mon what is best in us, the way Cory 
summoned what was best in him, with 
our feet planted firmly in today but 
our eyes cast towards tomorrow, I 
know it is within our reach. 

Believe it. 
God bless you, and God bless the 

United States of America. 
(Applause, the Members rising.) 
At 10 o’clock and 20 minutes p.m., 

the President of the United States, ac-
companied by the committee of escort, 
retired from the Hall of the House of 
Representatives. 

The Assistant to the Sergeant at 
Arms escorted the invited guests from 
the Chamber in the following order: 

The members of the President’s Cabi-
net; the Chief Justice of the United 
States and the Associate Justices of 
the Supreme Court; the Acting Dean of 
the Diplomatic Corps. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair declares 
the joint session of the two Houses now 
dissolved. 

Accordingly, at 10 o’clock and 27 
minutes p.m., the joint session of the 
two Houses was dissolved. 

The Members of the Senate retired to 
their Chamber. 

f 

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT RE-
FERRED TO THE COMMITTEE OF 
THE WHOLE HOUSE ON THE 
STATE OF THE UNION 
Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I move 

that the message of the President be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union and or-
dered printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to: 
Mr. WESTMORELAND (at the request of 

Mr. CANTOR) for today on account of 
medical reasons. 

Mr. RUSH (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for January 27 through Janu-
ary 29 on account of attending to fam-
ily acute medical care and hospitaliza-
tion. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I move 

that the House do now adjourn. 
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